Public Interest Resource Center of
Fordham University School of Law
and
National Lawyers Guild - NYC Chapter

welcome you to the

RECEPTION HONORING THE
ATTICA CIVIL RIGHTS LAWSUIT
LEGAL TEAM

Wednesday, September 13, 2000
(the 29" Anniversary of the Attica Prison Rebellion)

A Tribute to those who fought for
Justice from “D” Yard to Rochester!

To help us remember some of the many events which have led
to this evening’s Tribute, we are pleased
to provide the complete editorial contents of the
National Lawyers Guild 55™ Anniversary Dinner Journal
of March 6, 1992
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An Evening Commemorating the
20th Anniversary of the

Attica Uprising and the Continuing Struggle
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FHOTO LARRY FINK

Akil Al-Jundi is an Attica Survivor;
National Minister of Information and
Propaganda, Attica Rebellion Organizing
Committee

ATTICA: THE PARTICIPANTS

T0 THE NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD

FROM AKIL AL-|UND

The Attica Rebellion and Massacre of
September 9th-13th, 1971 is an important
part of history for all of us who were there.
It also had great significance for those who
were not. especially our families. friends,
supporters and attorneys—the National
Lawyers Guild, the National Conference of
Black Lawyers. the Center for Constitu-
tional Rights, the Legal Aid Society and the
ACLU. Equally important—for different
reasons—was the impact on administra-
tors. planners and executors of the Attica
massacre.

Attica was and still is all of us!

The quintessentialness of Attica wasfis
that poor and oppressed people have rights
that must be respected. When thev are not,
the people will utilize all means necessary
to seek redress.

You are about to read various inter-
views and writings done by Attica Brothers
during the 1970s. Some depict what life was
like during their imprisonment at Attica.
The poem The Bangs in Prison by Dalou
Asahi delineates the drabness and ennui of
prison life. Other selections describe the
unrelenting racism. and emphasize the im-
portance of solidarity knowing that “what
happens to one is going to happen to all”
(Roger Champen).

The need to end the ruthless brutaliza-
tion and disregard for the lives of prisoners
at Attica and other prisons was the reason
for the rebellion. Brother James 33X.
Richey reported that “it was the culmina-
tion of many long years of injustices that
had taken place in America against op-
pressed people.”

Months before the rebellion the Attica
Liberation Faction publicly stated: “We are
firm in the resolve and we demand, as hu-
man beings, the dignity and justice that is
due us by right of our birth.” The momen-
tous words of Brother L.D. Barkley were
used in our statement on September 9, 1971:

“We are men; we are not beasts and do
not intend to be beaten or driven as
such...What has happened here is but the
sound before the fury of those who are
oppressed.”

The Rockefeller-ordered military mas-
sacre on September 13 was the sound and
fury of those who were threatened—by the
truth, by people saying “no.” The unimag-
inable mass killings and disregard for hu-
man life are powerfully described by sev-
eral Brothers; the present civil suit in Buf-
falo has further exposed these atrocities
committed in the name of “order.”

I join my comrades in paying tribute to
those Brothers who did not make it: they
did not die in vain. The State’s attempt to
suppress the just struggles of prisoners will
not succeed, nor will it stop folks on the
outside from “rebelling” against inhumane
and intolerable conditions.

I have physical and psychological scars
from September 13, 1971. Yet I am grate-
ful for having been there. As seen in the
writings, it resulted in increased awareness
and commitment for those who survived,
and for those working on our behalf. I
commend the many National Lawyers Guild
members for their substantial contribu-
tions. We must all continue.
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(December, 1972, with pessible sentences)

William Goldmine Bennet .................. Life x 34 + 265 years  Leon McDonald (Hodari)..................ovve........ 18 years
Richie Billedo ... 5. .. oen:Life x 34 + 18 years  Otis McGaughy Outar) e T e 58 years
BarncekBiuly .. e i 143 years Mariano Maldano.............. AR T NG 28 years
Herbert X. Blyden................. I Lifex6 Steve Merkel ................... Bt syl et e ««« 100 years
James Brown (Alsayah) ..............coocueirinnnn.. Lifox34  Robert Milbs......cvovsiovineeic bt ot 143 years
Richeed X8k ..ot i Lifex34  John Mitchell (Rock) ............... oM S AR 143 years
Roger Champen (Champ) .............coevevernnn... Lifex40  James Moore (Rahaam)..................... bt s beiien 33 years
Ronald Coyne (Big Red) ...........cccovrenrrnnnnnnnnn 36 years  Donald Noble .........c..coceeerveeerennnnnnn, Life x 34 + 25 years
Herbie Scott X. Deane (Akil) ................cvoveninnn 36 years  William Ortiz (Toriano) .................ocovromenno. 589 years
Al Db S o 108 years  William Qutlaw.......c.evvveereneeeneeneresissssonn 22 years
EdwardDingle{Kimanthi)..;................Iifex34+13years Charley Joe Pernasalice ...............c.oocveeirmorseesnsnnn Life
Robert Dugarm ................ ... * e «woon 143 years  Michael Phillips (Jaja)................. e SRR 143 years
Grgplikiec. i ntusime T8 0 36 years  Alfred Plummer (NBA Red) .......... s R 28 years
Richard Fisher (Baba) ............................. Life + 56 years  Jose Quinones (Papo)......................... Life + 34 + 18 years
RetmGaleim s ...t i 36 years Ruiz Quintana ........................ Ra sl R 143 vears
Bollat B, L L s eal, o ¥ years  Chris Roeth (0] vovcsioriiceoion i e Life x 34
Mariano Gonzales (Dalou) ....................... --..Life  James 33X. Richey ..............coo....... Life x 34 + 143 years
Steve Garret (Kareem) ..........ccoovvvererreerrenennnn. Lifax b  Alphonso T i.cliilso e e 589 years
Thionk Hagets .. ociiccintinianinismmbn s s 143 years  Frank Smith (Big Black) ..................... Life x 40 + 18 years
John Hill (Dacajeweiah) ........................... Life + 21 years  Bernard Shipman (Tron Mike) .............ccoonnn....... Life x 34
Calvin Hudson (Hutch) ............... SRR S 36 years  Willie Smith............... S e Shats et ST 32 years
Raymond Jackson (Ray Ray).........o0oorvvvvvvnnnn, 22years  Willinm SRes ...ocioiciivions ittt i ot 143 years
Armstrong John (Atuma) sevvevseencensennns. Life X 34 + 25 years  Bernard Stroble (Shango} ......coiie.n. Life x 41 + 18 years
Robert Johnson (Duke) ...........ccunn.... Lifex34+ 78 years Raymond Sumpter ({371 N N, T e 432 years
Wilbur Johnson (Jusmeallah) ............................63 years  Eric Thompson (Jomo) ...........uuue...... Life x 41 + 18 years
L T O W S e .. A 251 years  Verdell Turner (Zuri) ......coeovenveeeeserenerenne.. 251 years
Milton Jones (Babu) ..........c.couvreerreerennen.. Life x 34 + 384 John Wallnce...........cccccvennnrinecsuenn.. Life x 41 + 35 years
Vernon LaFranque ..........ccovurrnrrveveeerunnnn...... 14 years  William Wesley (Shate) ............oeurvceeecrenernnane... 65 years
Joelmillo S5 e i 100 years  William Wilson (Xmielex) ............ R L 22 years
Ronald Lyons...........c......... sessesceserens. 30 years  Richard Wright ...........c............ R TR R 32 years

EDITOR’S NOTE:

The “special prosecutor” chose to in-
dict five percent of the Brothers in D-Yard.
As later reflected in court hearings and
jury trials, his selections were not based on
criminal activity. In fact, he made no at-
tempt to identify those responsible for the
deadly assaults on the prisoners, and hei-
nous white-on-black crimes done under
color of law were again deemed acceptable,
if not necessary.

The writings in this Journal had to be

limited. Those Attica Brothers included rep-
resent the many hundreds who stepped
forth on September 9, 1971. The enclosed
descriptions of conditions at Attica—the
root cause of the rebellion—would be ech-
oed by the half-million women and men in
our prisons today.

Focusing on Attica, the writings do not
convey the range of individual personali-
ties and experiences. For the contributors
were sons and sixth-graders long before
Attica Brothers. They were fathers and

friends; athletes, workers and writers. Some
fought in Vietnam or to survive in New
York, were fed morphine in V.A. hospitals,
heroin on 125th Street. Some are organiz-
ing in their community, others remain in-
side. Some have died—of guns, of AIDS,
police and prison.

Lam sorry that the fullness of their lives
cannot be portrayed here; [ am grateful for
the parts they shared with me.

—Dan Pochoda
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Life in Prison

DALOU ASAHI

THE BANGS IN PRISON

Bang. quiet & listen! Stay in single file.

one bang means line up and keep quiet: two bangs

means stop or go — understand? and any more bangs —
then it’s on your head . . .

o.k.. turn around — strip and take everything off! pause —
pass your fingers through your head. let’s see your palms.
the other side, raise your arms, lift your balls, turn

around — spread your cheeks. lift your feet — now the
other one . ..

o.k. Bang! Step up one — give your name, charge. bit —

and remember the number you'll be given — — at all times —
Ready. move it! Pause . . .

o.k. Bang! You'll be assigned a cell . . . at 8 pmthe hell

rings — that means no talking. at 11 pm the lights go eut —
that means you'll be asleep, in the morning 3 bells, get up.

2 bells means be dressed and 1 bell means line up for chow —
chow is at 6:30 am. No talking in the halls! you'll come

back to vour cell, and at 12:00 — chow! The same

thing . . . at 4:00 chow! The same thing . . .

You'll receive one shower. once a week . . . state shaves,
once a week . . . change of clothes once a week . . . and
haircuts. toilet paper and state wages (5.00 if you work)
once a month . . .

Your cell will contain one bed. 1 mattress. 1 (cold

water) sink. 1 toilet bowl. 1 light. 2 blankets. 2 sheets.

1 pillow and pillowcase — all in a 6 by 8 f1. cell . . .

Do what vou're told and don’t ask questions — then
vou'll find out it’s not all that bad . . . '
Privileges — earphones. library books (erime and cowboy
books). commissary, and (2 hour) yard — notice. for any
infraction you receive, you'll automatically lose one

of your privileges or all of them . . .

Ready. pause . . . Bang-Bang-Bang-

to your

cells!!!

THE ATTICA LIBERATION FACTION MANIFESTO, 6-71
We are firm in the resolve and we demand, as human beings, the dignity
and justice that is due to us by right of our birth. We do not know how
the present system of brutality and dehumanization and injustices has been
aliowed to be perpetrated in this day of enlightenment, but we are the

living proof of its existence and we cannot alfow it to continue.
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ROGER CHAMPEN

A man comes in here and he is treated
by people who don’t care for him at all, In
the course of this time, he wants to develop
himself; to do this he must be given some
tools. He’s not given any tools. In most of
these prisons, you're not given anything to
work with and the problems keep progress-
ing.

It destroys you prison — it takes away
the feeling of relating to a human being as a
human being. You're always conscious of
where you are. Therefore, everybody holds
within himself his personal feelings. In
prison, you bottle up these emotions, you
don’t relate. And when you see people you
can relate to. you've forgotten how. This is
what prison does. You're told what to do,
when to do and how often to do it.

I think the thing that people in society
must realize is that these people are out to
destroy us because of what occurred at
Attica — what they did at Attica. not what
we did at Attica, what they did. So in order
to destroy us they have to label us as being
something that we aren’t. So the point is
that we want to get to the people and let
them understand what we are — we re their
sons and their brothers and their husbands,
We're not the monsters that the papers are
creating.

A person must realize that we can’t be
divided because of color, because of reli-

gion; we can’t be divided period. If we
don’t stand together, we’re zoing to be here.
That’s all. It’s been said by several people,
but that’s how it’s got to work — we got to
get together.

[ go around everyday talking to every-
body. Knock on the door. “How are you
feeling?” “What's your problem?” A guy
goes to the hospital I find out about it. I
send him cigarettes. I don’t smoke but I
send cigarettes up to him because he smokes.
And the point is if he has a problem up
there I want him to know I'm concerned.
When he comes down here and he’s locked
up, [ want to know what he’s locked up for.
Get me a report — I want to read it. Be-
cause I'm concerned.

This is why I say we should concern
ourselves with each other. Because what
happens to one is going to happen to all.

Cellblock in typical maximum security
prison.




JERRY ROSENBERG

We're all discriminated against in a way,
blacks more so because of racism by the
officials. The browns also because of rac-
ism. The whites because of ethnic back-
grounds. because of religious beliefs.

They can’t go against me because I'm
white—they re white. They use a different
gimmick with me, they use that I'm a Jew.
I've been told, “They should have killed
vou like all the other Jews they did in Ger-
many~ by the troopers and correctional
officials.

Why? Because I want to be treated like
a human being? Because I want other in-
mates to be treated like a human being?

If they find you hanging in your cell one
morning and they say you hung vourself,
this doesn’t mean you hung yourself. T heard
about a hanging but like I say, they said it

DACAJEWE IAH

When you come in here they tell you
you're less than a human being because
you've committed a crime in society. When
in the meantime it was the society and the
class structure, racism and diserimination,
that closes the door beforehand—doors into
education and knowledge.

And if you submit vourself to the physi-
cal and psychological repression that keeps
these places alive, you become very vulner-
able to losing your own self-dignity. Every
day I have to maintain my sanity—in an
insane place.

Because I've had plans for a long time
for when I get out. Basically my plans are
to help the Native American struggle as
much as possible. to help the young, to help
the old, to help the people get back what is
rightfully ours.

was a suicide. I'll leave it at that because
I'm up in HBZ, not in general population.
But I leave that with a question mark be-
cause ['ve seen much worse than that al-
ready occurred in here. inflicted upon other

inmates.

Attica’s “Back Yard”
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The Rebellion

s

T THEPW”P{HE'OF AMERICA

The lﬂClmm empted here at Attica is not a result of the dastardly bushwacking of the two prisoners on Sept. 8, 1971 but of

the unmrﬁméw wrought by the racist administration network of this prison, throughout the year.

We are P‘m%% nos beasrs and de niot intend to be beaten or driven as such. The entire prison populace has set forth to

change fosmﬁxe rudﬂess bnm%on and disregard for the lives of the prisoners here now and throughout the United States.

< .-.u\ -

: 5&2&& sotnd before the fury of those who are oppressed.

to mwh W!gan a;d to this situation that threatens the lives of not only us, but each and everyone of us as well. —Sept. 9,71

PAPO QUINONES

This changed for me when I was in the B 53 e L
yard. Because you had white dudes in that - , Roth
yvard who were really down—like a whole
lot of white people who do things not out of
guilt but because they really do understand
the situation. It really changed me—you
also had some Cuban fellas. vou had some
Dominican brothers and you had some In-
dians. Tt was just boss—all of us together.
All of us eating together. having to suffer
together. When I mean suffer—four days
without bathing, you have to smell each
other. Four days going hungry, sharing
what you have with each other—it was re-

-
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ally groovy. Groovy in the sense that you
know what it is to have unitv. Not false
unity—in other words. I'll be with you now
but behind your back. “I don’t trust this
dude.” Tt wasn't like this—it was really
united.




Sam Melville, who was to die a day later,
told William Kunstler at Attica:

“Whatever happens, tell everyone that
people here are as together as | once hoped

they could be on the outside.”

JAMES 33X, RICHEY

Freedom is not always what we think it
is. Sometimes we think of freedom as being
able to do what we want to do — that's not
freedom. Freedom is being able to do what
you should do and respect other people for
what they should do.... This was my pri-
mary concern during the four days — to
ensure that the main things that we had —
the hostages — would not be hurt. There
were many hostages there that [ had previ-
ous grievances with but these things be-
came totally obsolete to my mind at that
stage. Because something much higher was
at stake.

I did make it and I'm grateful. A lot of
brothers didn’t make it. I think about those
brothers who didn’t make it. they cannot
be forgotten, they cannot die in vain. Their

deaths must mean something. It must be
made known to the people what their deaths
meant. what the whole struggle was about.
That it was not just something that hap-
pened in Attica — this was the culmination
of many long vears of injustices and suffer-
ing that had taken place in America against
oppressed people. Attica just dramatized it
— put it on camera so to speak, brought it
into living rooms where the public would be
able to see it for what it was.

But people easily forget because every-
thing in the world is fast moving, things are
happening every day. Things that happen
vesterday are forgotten about today. I can-
not let this die. It is a part of me, and it is
this that I am dedicated to keeping alive in
the minds and hearts of the people. They
must realize that these things can happen
to them in their communities. A commu-
nity that is involved in drugs or crime is a
prison. Prisons of their own making.

We had a beautiful society in the yard.
once it got settled. It didn’t take long be-
cause we realized that all of us were rejects.
All we had was each other. There were a
thousand ideologies out there but we worked
it out for the common good. And this is
proof that it can be done with a society of
so-called misfits. But where are the ones
responsible for creating the conditions that
make us fall into places like that in the first
place? This is where the job needs to be
done.

Physically we cannot win — they got
the guns. Rockefeller has all this, Nixon
has all this. They had it in Vietnam but did
they win? The people prevailed against their
physical weapons.




The Massacre

0]1 CHRIS RERD

I 'was shot several times. The helicopter
| flew over and told everyone to surrender.
§ Guys put their hands on their heads and
when they said this the second time. they
just opened up shooting, dropping gas and
everything. In the process, I got my leg shot
off. As I was falling, I zot shot several more
times — two other times,
I didn’t know where the hell my leg was:
[ just didn’t have no control over it — the
bone was broken. the sciatic nerve de-
stroyed. The trooper says “You won't rebel

no more, will you™ and hit me in the leg with

a gun butt — the one that was shot off. He
said, “don’tmove.” I'said. “I can’t breathe.”
and he said “T don’t care™ and he took the
gun and put it down my throat.

He said “We told vou to get up.” I stood
up on my one leg. He said, “Walk over
there and climb over the rail.” I hopped

and got to the rail. I took my leg and put it
over, and I had to swing my other leg over
it and it just flew. I heard the bone go
“erick, crick, crick, crick” and I just knew,
if I was going to save my leg, it wasn’t going
to be saved now.

The medic came by and said “Do you
have anybody wounded” (at this time they
were putting dead tags on guys). The guy
said no; they were trying to let me bleed to
death instead of shooting me again. I heard
a guy holler out, “Please don’t kill me,
don’t kill me” — he was delirious and the
guy told him to shut up. And he said, “Don’t
kill me,” and he kept repeating it, “Shut
the fuck up.” So the guy kept saying it and
then I heard a shot ring out and I didn’t
hear the guy no more.




SHANGO BAHATI KAKAWANA

This speech is dedicated to L.D. Bark-
ley and Sam Melville. Two (2) brothers who
were assassinated on the 13th day of Sep-
tember 1971. by Nelson Rockefeller’s spe-
cial state troopers.

Many think of the Brothers who died at
ATIKKKA on the 13th day of September
1971 as dead and gone: as having been here
with us, experiencing the oppression, the
racism, the repression/exploitation, capi-
talism, imperialism—witnessing and exist-
ing through it, and then dying in the course
of opposing it.

But many others of us—particularly we.
some of their comrades and Brothers, think
of them with far less simplicity. We think of
them as a spark that has ignited a flame
that shall never be permitted to die; the
mere thought of the vicious and criminal
actions which compelled their departure
shall never cease to be a provocation. We
think of them as a harp that has given a

BERNARD SHIPMAN

DEATH

chord to the revolutionary sound, a sound
written on a cloud of thunder: as a note
that has given a new beat to the revolution-
ary movement. We think of them as a new
type of composer, orchestrating a rendi-
tion of a true revolutionary, based on a
harmony of pure and unalloyed courage
and strength. Yes, we think of them in
thoughts echoing in visions of a new world.

We think of their lives and actions as
dramatizing and summarizing the spirit and
likeness of: Lumumba, Malcolm X. George
and Jonathan Jackson, Nancy Ling Perry,
Cinque, Twymon Myers, Nat Turner,
Bobby Hutton, John Brown and so many
others. lives which have been motivated by
a deep human love and an unquenchable
thirst for freedom, not just for self, but a
world freedom for all. Yes, they have ex-
emplified courage in a most grandiose revo-
lutionary style. And yes, they are the
nucleus of our thought process—and we

As | remember it was a misty day a light rain was falling on that dreary day and

many of my brothers had decided to stay in that (D) yard that dreary day. Soon a

sharp sound of thunder struck (D) yard with a wonder time stood still so death

could have its fill then a second round of thunder was no longer a wonder it was

death returning to correct its blunder but (40) died at my side so this history wil

be my guide.

shall proceed forever in the wake of their
memory—armed in spirit and prepared in
struggle.

Men and women can endure much mis-
ery and brutality but a time will surely
come with a terminal point and rise them
up against it, with a will of destroying it at
whatever risk of death may come with it.

—1977




|AJA MICHAEL PHILLIPS

SURRENDER IN ATTICA 9/13/71

Please Surrender,

Put your hands on your head and go to
the north wall
you will not be harmed!!
bang-bang-bang
Help!

Help me somebody I'm shot,
Please don’t shoot me
You nigger bastard, did you have fun?
where is your black power
now!
you see this shot-gun nigger?
this is white power.
bang-bang-bang
| Repeat,
Please Surrender,
Put your hands on your head and go to
the north wall
you will not be harmed!!
bang-bang-bang
Hey!
Look what | found in this tent
a coon and a rabbit
get the fuck out here
nigger what the fuck was you doing in that tent
with that white boy!
Please don’t hit me no more
run you black bastard so | can kill you
No,
please don’t kill me
if you run or not I'm going to kill you ha-ha-ha
bang-bang-bang
| Repeat,
Please Surrender,
Put your hands on your head and go to
the north wall
you will not be harmed!!
bang-bang-bang

| can’t walk,
I'm shot in the leg.
You whitenigger if you don't get up
and run
you will be shot in your fuckin head.
Please don’t hit me no more
you already broke my arm
Let's brake this niggers head.
bang-bang-bang
| Repeat,
Please Surrender,
Put your hands on your head and go to
the north wall
you will not be harmed!!
bang-bang-bang
Lord Please Help Me,
nigger I'm the only lord that's going to help you
and that's with this gun
No, Please,
Please don't shoot me
| tell you what nigger
I want to shoot you
but | will shoot at you
and if you can out run this white power bullet
then you are safe.
Now get.
run nigger, runniggerrun
bang-bang-bang
It looks as if the nigger was to slow for this white power
bang-bang-bang
| Repeat,
Please Surrender,
Put your hands on your head and go to
the north wall
and you will not be harmed
bang-bang-bang
Hey Jaja come on man let’s go to the
north wall?
Shit man you must be crazy,
'm net
Surrendering to Death,




FRANK LOTT

After the taking of the prison by the
troops and guards, we were required to
strip naked. We were herded over from the
D block area. barefooted. We were required
to walk on the glass in the hallways, bleed-
ing feet and all.

And afterwards we were taken upstairs
and we were made to run a gauntlet with
guards and troopers yelling “run nigeer.
run white nigger, run Spanish nigger.”

Everyone got beaten—some fellas got
fractures and what not. kicked and abused
and racial slurs and things of that nature.
After that was done. they came around
later and wet down the fellas in the cells.
They started from the front taking one guy at
a time beating him up. putting him back in.

We had to sleep there—we had no fur-
niture—just a spring with no blankets and
anything. We were stripped naked—sleeping
three to a cell. They opened the windows. It

RICHARD X. CLARK

We're not political prisoners. we're
slaves. The political prisoner is subjected
to reprisals by the system because of his
views but a slave is subjected to reprisals
because of his situation. If vou look at the
jails, they’re 855 black. Now ask yourself
why is it 859 black and not the other way
around. It’s because blacks are subjected
to atrocities from birth—education, jobs.
We are cast aside on economic grounds by
the system.

We are on a perch and can look down
into the valley and see the people and how
they’re scurrying around; we can look on
the horizon and see the ones who are con-
trolling the people who are down in the
valley. We know when these doors open
and we finish our time we have got to go

down into that valley. But we have been
able to see the horizon and see who's con-
trolling us. While you're in the valley vou
don’t see who's pulling the strings because
you're trying to make do. you're trying to be
equal to the economic scale that is imposed on
you, So a lot of people don’t realize.

When I say we I mean all people. not
just the brothers and sisters in jail but all
the people out on the street. You have
brothers and sisters dying behind bars in
jails, you have brothers and sisters dying
on the street. We're tired of this happening
to us. Anytime a man gets tired people
think you have to put him to sleep. And
they don’t put him to sleep the old way.
they put him to sleep by killing him, This is
what it’s all about.

was pretty cold. But we weathered the storm,

That same night. they told me they had
orders from Mancusi for me to be removed.
They took me to the D block area and held a
gun to my head. They had me in a ditch and
they asked me if I was going to beg for my
life. Naturally I refused to say anvthing
because I resigned myself to death hecause 1
knew these people were sick.

It so happens just at that moment, an-
other correction officer called through the
broken window in the hall and he told them
to bring me back. So they did.

As long as people remain ignorant. as
long as people don’t bear responsibility, the
responsibility of what happens in prisons,
then nothing will have been gained by Attica.
They got to become involved in these af-
fairs. If they don’t become involved, Attica
could very easily be on 125th Street, 42nd
Street, anywhere,

[ -



FRANK 8.8, SMITH

The people on the street gotta wake up.
Nothing comes to the sleeper but a dream.

New York City, April 1977

“Many of us assume some of the
blame for this ineident by trying to be
as liberal as possible, by being afraid
of shyster attorneys, by trying to deal
with some of these people as reason-
able individuals. This is going to
change.” (Park, S.F. Examiner 8/23)

- Association Warden,

San Quentin Prisen’

“We have a problem we’ve never
had before with a new type of pris-
oner who is not concerned with tradi-
tional things or driven by traditional
motivations. They don’t admit they
have a problem, they think society
has a problem.” (Procunier, Oakland
Trib. 8/24)

State Correction Director, California

“If I had to make the decision over
again, [ would undoubtedly have to do
the same thing...it became apparent

VIEW FROM THE TOP (1971)

to me shortly before the attack that
we were dealing here with men who
were fanatical, men who are revolu-
tionaries.” (Oswald, V.Y. Post 9/14)
Commissioner of Corrections,
New York State
“It’s unfortunate that we have such
violence and militant people in our
prisons. There are numerous radi-
cals. This sort of thing ean set pro-
gressive corrections back many
years.” (McGrath, Daily News 9/15)
Correction Commissioner,
New York City
“I do not see how I could have
done differently...I think the extraor-
dinary thing is that 28 out of the 38
hostages actually were saved.”
(Rockefeller, Daily News 9/16)
Governor, New York State
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Dan Pochoda, 1972,

by Dan Pochoda*

The Guild’s involvement at Attica be-
gan with the outbreak of the rebellion on
September 9 and has continued to the
present,

For a brief period after the massacre
on September 13, an Attica Defense Com-
mittee—basically Guild, Legal Aid,
ACLU—  operated to provide emergency
legal support and human contact. This
loose coalition was formed “on the spot,”
that is, representatives from the different
organizations found themselves outside the
Attica walls on September 13 with the same
objective—to get inside.

In a matter of weeks. the coalition died
a natural death and the Guild was left as
the sole survivor of the Attica Defense Com-
mittee, inheriting all the necessary sup-
port functions—legal and otherwise, an
office in the Prudential Building in Buf-
falo, and an ever-increasing number of

unpaid bills. This premature passing was
due to the limited interests of the other
coalition members. and to the good rela-
tionships and rapport developed between
Guild members and the inmates. For dur-
ing these few weeks we met and began to
know many of the men inside. We were
inspired by their courage, their percep-
tions and political understanding and still-
existing solidarity and will to resist. On the
other hand, we were frustrated and de-
pressed about their situation and our in-
ability to affect it, for as was known by the
inmates during the rebellion the aftermath
brought a substantial worsening of their
physical conditions. We had to put aside
romantic notions and revolutionary rheto-
ric—“Remember Attica"—and confront
our own racism and class values. Even our
feelings of impotency were luxuries avail-
able to white professionals and not to the
man inside who faced those conditions
twenty four hours a day and who taught us
that a person must resist the forces of op-
pression. of racism and exploitation in ev-
ery context, that a person must constantly
fight the humiliations and indignities or die.
There was a lot to do and all of us had to
begin.

—Guild Notes, April 1972

*Professor, CUNY Law School; former

Attica legal coordinator.
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Left to right: Richard X. Clark, Herbert X. Blyden, Haywood Burns, Michael Deutsch, Kimanthi, Frank B.B. Smith, Dan Meyers, and

Akil Al-Jundi.
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"ATTICA MEANS..”

by Haywood Burns*

Several years ago when my son, Seth.
wrote a personal statement on his college
applications, he included as one of his most
profound experiences the time when, as a
small child, he sat upon the shoulders of a
former Attica prisoner and was carried
through the streets of Buffalo, New York,
in the midst of massive street demonstra-
tions as the crowd chanted “Attica means—
fight back”.

“Attica” means the rebellion of prison-
ers at New York’s Attica Prison, Septem-
ber 9-13, 1971. It ended when State forces
gassed, and then fired upon, unarmed in-
mates. Troopers and guards fired auto-
matic weapons, deer rifles, and shot guns
loaded with dum-dum bullets—weapons
which are outlawed by the Geneva Conven-
tion even in time of war. They killed and
wounded inmates and hostage guards alike.

“Attica” also means the criminal indict-
ments, the full-scale judicial assault that
followed fifteen months after the rebellion
had ended. It had become clear that the
State was responsible for all the deaths that
occurred in the September 13th retaking of
the prison, and that the stories of inmate-
initiated atrocities were gross fabrications.
The prosecutions were a convenient and

useful deflection of attention away from the
State’s culpability, Millions of dollars were
provided for the prosecution of 62 prison-
ers for 1,400 crimes, carrying the collective
possibility of tens of thousands of vears in
prison. No members of the assault force
were charged for their criminal acts.

“Attica” is also a symbol of American
prisons. Although located in a small rural
community in upstate New York, Attica was
reflective of the pathology endemic to Ameri-
can “correction” facilities everywhere. As
the New York State Special Commission on
Attica (the “McKay Commission™), formed
to investigate the rebellion and its after-
math. concluded, “Attica is every prison:
and every prison is Attica”,

Attica served as a source of education
about the realities of the American prison
system, It revealed stark, ugly and unfor-
givable inhumanity. The prisoners’ take-
over had come only as a last resort, after
trving every administrative route. Demands
for adequate nutrition, opportunity for per-
sonal hygiene and religious freedom were,
for the most part, already required by in-
ternational minimum standards on the treat-
ment of prisoners.

The State’s response to the rebellion

o~

provided shocking insight into just how far
it was prepared to go against those who
rebel. The events of September 13. 1971
were a sad and startling revelation: when
the usual techniques of control and co-
optation fail, massacre and torture will be
relied on by leaders in our countrv. We
learned to never say “never” again.

The community response to the pros-
ecutions served as a source of inspiration.
The defense apparatus, led by Guild law-
yers, students and legal workers, consisted
mainly of volunteers. They not only took
on the awesome tasks of organizing to de-
fend the criminal indictments and building
a popular movement in support of the legal
defense work, but also went on the offen-
sive in bringing civil actions attacking jail
and prison conditions and official
brutality.

During one of the eriminal trials. [ heard
an Attica prisoner, Shango Bahati
Kakawana, appearing pro se. tell the pre-
siding judge that the State was so powerful,
and its resources so great, that it was a
“David and Goliath™ situation. However,
the dedication and ability of the Brothers
and their supporters, resulted in victories
in court and in the public arena. The selec-
tive enforcement of the law by the Special
Prosecution was exposed, and the prison-
ers ultimately prevailed in the criminal
cases. It was David and Goliath, but. as in

the original, David won.

21



22

S

The experience of banding together,
using the courts, popular education and
mass organization to defeat the powerful,
bonded many of the Attica workers for life,
as they applied the lessons in other arenas
where the poor and dispossessed struggle
to wrest some measure of dignity and au-
tonomy. Much work remains in the same
arena. We are still warehousing human
beings in fortresses plagued by racism. over-
crowding and degrading conditions.

For the National Lawyer’s Guild. the
occasion of this 20th anniversary of the
Attica rebellion is a time to commemorate
the great sacrifices made by the brave rain-
bow of people of D-Yard nation two de-
cades ago, and to salute all Guild people
who answered the call to come to their aid,
and who continue to answer the call. It is a
time to press for the full measure of justice
in the Attica civil suit. It is a time to cel-
ebrate our victories and to recognize the
awesome power and potential that is in
ourselves when we unite and join others in
the cause of justice.

“Attica” is all around us, as govern-
ment denies the most basic elements of hu-
manity to broad masses of the people. The
struggle continues in civil rights, civil lib-
erties, health care, housing, education. em-
ployment, and police practices. Our na-
tional failures in all these areas still fill jails
and prisons that are a national disgrace.
Attica is a time, a place. an event, to add to
the national shame and barbarity of
Wounded Knee and My Lai. The Attica
rebellion and aftermath was an indelible
experience for all of us. In this climate, the
Guild must honor its legacy and carry on.
Attica is still all of us—and Attica means
fight back.

*Dean, CUNY Law School; former Presi-
dent, National Lawyers Guild, and Attica
legal coordinator.

Inmate negotiating committee with

Commissioner Russell Oswald in D-Yard.

AN “OBSERVER'
by Lewis M. Steel*

Attica has been an almost impossible
subject for me to write about. As a member
of the Observers’ Committee which had
unsuccessfully tried to prevent the massa-
cre at the end of the rebellion, I had feel-
ings about what had occurred which were
complex and bitter.

Before the Attica uprising, I had par-
ticipated in a federal lawsuit concerning
massive brutality by guards after a rebel-
lion at the Auburn State Prison. Many Au-
burn prisoners had also been subjected to
wide-ranging eriminal prosecutions, charg-
ing them with everything from conspiracy
to Kidnap to stealing keys and destruction
of prison property. At the time of the Attica
rebellion, I knew that the prisoners there
were well aware of the Auburn rebellion
and the extraordinarily vindictive criminal
prosecutions. I believed from the outset of
the Attica uprising, that the Observers had
to obtain the strongest possible amnesty
provisions to bring about a non-violent reso-

lution. During our negotiations. however,
Governor Nelson Rockefeller and his ad-
visers refused to discuss or even explore a
meaningful compromise with regard to am-
nesty for possible criminal prosecutions.
Instead, they were intent upon reasserting
their authority over Attica on deadlines of
their own making, no matter what the con-
sequences.

We know the result. Both prisoners and
hostage guards were viciously mowed down
by State “peace” officers. I saw the result
as an example of a ruling class governor
having no concern for either the mostly
non-white prisoners or the white working
class guards. According to Rockefeller’s
ideology. state power had to be asserted
and nothing else mattered. A lesson had to
be taught. I was both sickened and guilt-
ridden, and was left with a deep sense of
failure, as well as a burning anger and
terrible sadness.

Attica also complicated all of my mixed




feelings about my place in American soci-
ety. As a lawyer and a person leading a
comfortable. protected American life, I end-
lessly wrestled with who and what T was.
What was the value of being a civil rights
lawyer in a society whose political leaders
turned so quickly to repression and showed
such contempt for human dignity and even
life? Was 1. as a progressive lawyer, doing
little more than legitimating a class and
race based system? What were persons such
as I from a privileged economic class really
accomplishing when we were attempting to
represent the interests of those who were
consigned to the bottom rungs of the Ameri-
can social structure? I found no answers.

Today, I remain conflicted. Those of us
in the 1960°s and early 1970’s who optimis-
tically thought we were participating in a
war against poverty, now see every pro-
gressive program in tatters. The urban pov-
erty and fallout from relentless racism which
supplied Attica with its population in the
early 1970°s remain with us now, in ever
more virulent forms. Government. at vir-
tually all levels. has shown itself as being
interested in maintaining its power rather
than dealing with the underlying causes of
the disintegration.

So, here we are. still together, still strug-

ing, still seeking to learn from the tragedy

of Attica, The National Lawyers Guild le-
gal team, which relentlessly sought to ex-
pose how raw power was abused at Attica,
demonstrates our tenacity in the face of
adversity. May we stay together for a long
time, working with the many people and
organizations in this country who struggle
to develop a more humane. egalitarian so-
ciety, one which focuses on our common
needs.
*With the firm Steel, Bellman., & Ritz, New
York City: former President, NLG-New
York City Chapter.

JOME MEMORIES OF ATTICA

by William M. Kunstler*

It is altogether fitting and proper that
the Guild honor the prison rebellion known
throughout the world as “Attica.” Not only
were 50 many members involved, in one
way or another, in the civil and eriminal
litigation spawned by this epic struggle of a
little more than twenty years ago, but the
uprising had an effect upon the hearts and
minds of all progressive people that seems
as strong and pertinent today as it was
during the fateful week in September of
1971. For me. it will always remain one of
the most climactic and frustrating periods
of my life when, as one of the so-called
observers requested by the inmates of D-
Yard, I learned, at first hand, that, when
prison officials are deaf to the justified griev-
ances of those whom they have warehoused
in their upstate charnel houses, they mav
well have to reap the deserved whirlwind.
They should have known that, as one who
understood the nature of our society once
put it, “What goes around. comes around.”

There is a singular aspect of the Attica
rebellion that, for me, at least, has always
underscored the essential inhumanity of
the prison hierarchy during the D-Yard
takeover. On Sunday. September 12th, the
day before the massive and needless as-
sault by state troopers that resulted in so
many deaths and injuries, those observers
still left at the prison were shown a letter
which Corrections Commissioner Russell
Oswald had written and which he said he
intended to send into D-Yard. In effect. it
informed the inmates that we concurred
with him that they should surrender at once.
After we had read it, we informed him that.
should it get into the yard, it would cer-
tainly undermine our credibility and might
even jeopardize our lives. Finally, after
listening to pleas from Tom Wicker. Arthur
Eve, Clarence Jones. and me, he agreed
that the letter would not go in.

Later that day. our little band made its

Bill Kunstler, September 11, 1971

last trip into the yard. To our astonish-
ment, we were all asked to sign general
releases before we went in, something we
had not been required to do prior to our
three earlier visits. Once we passed into
inmate control, however, we suddenly re-
alized why we had been made to do so.
Despite all of his assurances, Commissioner
Oswald had forwarded his letter to the pris-
oners, and we were informed by our initial
escorts that there were some who regarded
us as traitors and wanted to kill us.

However, we were given a full opportu-
nity to explain that we did not subscribe to
the letter’s contents and that it had been
sent in against our expressed opposition.
Once the inmates knew the real situation.
their anger subsided and our credibility
was restored. We spent the rest of the af-
ternoon in the yard interviewing the hos-
tages and assuring the inmates that we would
do everything in our power to prevent the
anticipated bloodbath they were sure was
in the offing. That we were unsuccessful in
accomplishing the latter will always be one
of my most heartfelt disappointments.

It has always been my assumption that
the letter incident was an indecent plot on
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the part of the authorities to generate the
murders of the remaining members of the
observers’ team in order to provide a seem-
ingly legitimate excuse for mounting an as-
sault. When the ruse failed. primarily be-
cause of the inmates” willingness to listen to
our explanation, Rockefeller. Oswald &
Company then had to invent such a justifi-
cation. namely the monstrous lie that the
hostages were having their throats cut, in
an attempt to legitimatize the bloody as-
sault upon D-Yard which resulted in the
shooting deaths of a significant number of
the hostages as well as many of the inmates.
The willingness to resort to this type of
horrendous tactic, as well as the unneces-
sary carnage that took place. probably best
symbolize the racist mindset that charac-
terized the official reaction to the Attica
uprising. However, the very bestiality un-
leashed in the name of the state is probably
responsible for the fact that. in the many
prison rebellions that have taken place since
then. in New York and elsewhere. there
has been no employment of deadly force to
bring them to an end. If nothing else, the
dead in D-Yard on September 13, 1971.
did not give up their lives wholly in vain. It
is undoubtedly small comfort to them and
their survivors that their sacrifice paid divi-
dends to others who, like themselves, rose
up in justified anger in other draconian
institutions and were not gunned down by
maddened troopers, armed with outlawed
weapons, screaming “Save me a nigger!” as
they embarked upon their murderous
quest,
*Vice President, Center for Constitutional
Rights: trial attorney for Attica Brother
Dacajeweiah.

ATTICA: SEPTEMBER I3
by Emily Jane Goodman*

Our attention was focused on Wyoming
County, New York—Attica—from Septem-
ber 910 13, 1971. Prisons all over the coun-
try had been in an exceptionally tense state
since that August, when George Jackson
was killed at San Quentin, California. For
three and a half days, Attica (D-Yard) was
in the control of its inmates. But its in-
mates, by the fourth day, were in the con-
trol of the State.

On the 13th, a call came from Attica to
the NYC Guild office. from one of the
official observer team—I think it was Bill
Kunstler—saying that the prison was
retaken by the state. “All hell is breaking
loose. Lawyers and doctors will be needed.”

A small group was on the next plane to
Buffalo. Guild members, some Legal Aid
Society and ACLU lawyers, and law stu-
dents met at the Buffalo Law School office
of Herman Schwartz. The immediate plan
was to get a court order allowing us into the

prison. Our team worked feverishly. Pa-

pers were quickly drawn up and brought
before Federal District Court Judge John
Curtin, Things worked the way they 're sup-
posed to. Judge Curtin signed the order
granting us forthwith entry into Attica.

A caravan set out on the long. dark trip
to the prison. Those who had driven on
lonely roads in the deep south during the
early sixties were revisited by feelings of
pervasive danger, defiance, and accom-
plishment. We were stopped by roadblocks,
and ordered out of the cars at gun point.

The cars were searched. We were
shocked. but were confident we would get
through. While we considered ourselves
“radical” and “movement” lawyers, we also
felt secure as white professionals backed
by the protection of a federal court order.

As we reached the prison itself, we an-
nounced ourselves as the lawvers of in-
mates (though most of us couldn’t have
named anyone we actually represented) and
demanded to see our clients. We had a
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federal court order. Byt they had bayo-
nets. They blocked us with their weapons.
A prison official told us quite clearly what
we could do with our court order. When all
was said and done we were reduced to pow-
erlessness. It was the kind of moment of
truth that a person experiences only occa-
sionally in a lifetime, and then it is forever
etched in your memory,

Paul Chevigny was designated to call
Judge Curtin at home to tel] him his order
was being violated, that if we could not
enter immediately, it would be moot, that it
was the greatest possible emergency, that

human lives were at stake, and that he had
to enforce his order. But the judge simply
said we would have to wait for the matter to
be heard in court,

In desperation, we stood outside the
prison all that wet, cold night, hearing the
sounds of violence and death, and eating
sandwiches and doughnuts, drinking hot
coffee provided by The Salvation Army for
the families of corrections officers.

Reporters were in a nearby motel and
we tried frantically to enlist their help. The
only thing they responded to was our infor-
mation that on the morning of the 14th the

medical examiner would be making an an-
nouncement. We were there on the steps of
Attica when the medical examiner did an.
nounce that, despite early reports, the in-
mates had caused no castrations or slit
throats, and that the hostage and inmate
deaths were caused by the State's bullets.
It was hours before the truth began to
get out. It was days before our lawyers did
get into Attica prison. It has taken 20 years
for the full story to be told.
*Justice, Supreme Court of the State of

New York; trial attorney for Attica Brother
Joe Little.

riot in the prison,

—_——

Amendment.

Action by state prison inmates for federal equitable relief
against state officials with respect to conditions arising out of a

Phylis Skloot Bamberger, William E. Hellerstein, New York
City (Barbara Shapiro, The Legal Aid Society, New York City;
Herman Schwartz, ACLU Prisons Rights Project, Buffalo,
N.Y.; Stanley Bass, NAACP Legal & Educational Fund, Inc.;
Daniel Pochoda, National Lawyers Guild; Morton Stavis, Cen-
ter for Constitutional Rights, New York City: Vincent Doyle,
Jr., Buffalo, N.Y.; Haywood Burns. National Conference of
Black Lawyers, New York City, on the brief), for appellants.

[11] When it comes to the risk of future physical abuse and

* harassment of inmates, the picture is somewhat different, The
barbarous conduct testified to by various witnesses and taken
as true by Judge Curtin for the purposes of his interloeutory
decision—the beatings, physical abuse,
gauntlets, and similar cruelty—was who
needed to maintain order. It far exceeded what our soclety will
tolerate on the part of officers of the law in custody of defense-
less prisoners. Although lawful inearceration, as it has often
been said, deprives the prisoners of many rights enjoyed by
others (e.g., travel, choice of oceupation, privacy, and associa-
tion with others), Price ». Johnston. 334 U.S. 266, 285, 68
8.Ct. 1049, 92 L.Ed. 1356 (1948), they are still entitled to
protection against cruel and unusual punishment by the Eighth

torture, running of
lly beyond any foree

INMATES OF ATTICA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY V. ROCKEFELLER

453 F.2d 12 (1971)

October 6.

conduct.

[12] If the abusive conduct of the prison guards had repre-
sented a single or short-lived incident, unlikely to recur, or if
other corrective measures had been taken to guarantee against
repetition, injunctive relief might be denied, despite the hei-
nous character of the conduct. See Belknap v. Leary, 427F.24
496 (2d Cir. 1970). Here, however, the conduct of some of the
prison guards, state police and correctional personnel, as testi-
fied to, was not only brutal but it extended over a period of at
least several days, with one serious incident oceurring much
later, i.e., the surreptitious lining up and striking of inmates by
prison guards in A Block on September 22 as testified to by
Jackson (R. pp. 250-51). In addition there was extensive testi-
mony regarding night-time harassment, threats, racial slurs
and similar misconduct by prison personnel, which was found
by Judge Curtin to be continuing at the time of his decision on

In the last analysis the situation here is unique in that
plaintiffs, being prisoners, are at the merey of their keepers,
many of whom, on the testimony below, have already subjected
inmates to barbarous abuse and mistreatment. The major
wave of guards’ reprisals has probably passed. On the record
before us, however, the district court was not justified in as-
suming, without further proof, that adequate steps would be
taken to protect the inmates against further reprisals, perhaps
of a more sophisticated and subtle nature. Under the circum-
stances preliminary injunctive relief should have been granted
against further physical abuse, tortures, beatings, or similar




THE GUILD AND ATTICA

by Daniel Alterman*

I was working at South Brooklyn Legal
Services when I learned that Guild attor-
neys who rushed to Attica after the massa-
cre had been denied entry. After four days.
I was asked to join other Guild members to
relieve the first group of lawyers.

This experience as a part of the first
team admitted to the prison, stripped me of
all my layers of liberalism and helped me
find my niche as a Guild lawyer.

I arrived at Attica on September 17,
1971. In a restaurant outside the prison,
state troopers and prison guards were talk-
ing about how terrible the massacre had
been, that the cows couldn’t give milk due
to being upset because of the noise gener-
ated by the shooting of all the “coons and

niggers.”

Attorney Kirk Taylor being
“escorted” from the prison.

These words were aimed at myself, a
white attorney, and to my partner, Kirk
Taylor, a black attorneyv. to make us un-
comfortable, vulnerable. and alone in this
rural section of western New York State.

As a Guild attorney. I was different
from those with the ACLLU. the Legal Aid
Society, or appointed by the court. My
agenda was simple but different: to repre-
sent my clients under all sorts of condi-
tions, even if that meant going against the
established legal system. The Guild’s re-
sponse to prison work after the rebellion.
the massacre and the horrors that followed
reminded us why we became attorneys in
the first place.

We went inside the fortress and saw
many prisoners that first day. I remember
seeing Akil Al-Jundi, who was going under
the name of “Herbert Scott Deane™ at that
time. Some were naked. some had open
wounds, some had not received medical
attention, and all had been beaten. Others
described the reign of terror against those
prisoners who had supported the rebel-
lion.

Kirk and 1 were blown away by the

experience. We had never been exposed to

so much hatred and hostility as we received
from the guards, troopers and citizens of
Attica. Attica changed our lives. It also
made me a criminal lawyer as I tried the
second case in Buffalo in 1975 where, after
a long trial, all defendants were acquitted
within 45 minutes.

The Guild was the only organization
willing to stand up and tell the national and
international press in September 1971 that
there was a hunger strike going on inside
the prison because prisoners were being
routinely beaten, denied medical care, de-
nied sanitary conditions, and housed in

HBZ. an isolation block where the “lead-
ers” of the rebellion were terrorized and
beaten.

While Jeff Haas from Chicago, and L.

were speaking to the press, lawyers who

were not from the Guild or any progressive
bar association tried to shut us up. They
had struck a deal with the prison officials
that the lawvers would be allowed access
into the prison on an unlimited basis, as
long as we didn’t “rock the boat.” Well, as
young attorneys, we were supposed to rock
the boat: we were supposed to tell the truth.

At that time, as later voiced by Dean
McKay, we knew why Attica erupted, but
we didn’t know why the rebellion resulted
in the unbelievable levels of violence and
terror that happened thereafter. resulting
in the bloodiest one-day encounter between
Americans—with the exception of the In-
dian massacres in the late 19th century—
since the Civil War. I prefer the view that
the Governor, as the elected representative
of the people of the State of New York, was
doing what he thought the people wanted
him to do, which was to take over the prison
by any means necessary.

In sum., Attica changed my life and the
lives of many other people. It had the effect
of stripping away all the layers of insula-
tion that had protected me as a person with
white skin from the contradictions of our
society and the horrible realization that the
system is not fair and our society is not
just.

My few days at Attica in 1971 not only
changed my life, but how I approach the
practice of law today.

Attica is all of us.

*With the firm of Alterman & Boop, New
York City; trial attorney for Attica Brother
Ruiz Quintana, co-counsel with Margaret
Burnham, Tony Walsh and Peter Perrino.




GETTING INVOLVED

by Claudia Davidson*
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Buffalo, September 14, 1974

I arrived at Buffalo as a music student.
The Attica rebellion occurred during my
second year at the University.

I became involved with the Attica De-
fense Committee, not as a political orga-
nizer, but because people were gunned
down as if they were being exterminated.
Outrage and anger propelled me to join
with like-minded folks who would not let
the Attica rebellion go unheeded and for-
gotten—swept away under the rug of his-
tory.

I think we accomplished that—we did
not allow Attica to be lost and left unknown
or swept away by time—and for that we all
should take a little credit. The Attica De-
fense Committee tried to keep alive the ideas
and goals of the rebellion. We also kept in
contact with the Brothers inside to try to
give them some sense of protection. This
was before there were any criminal indict-
ments which later, gave us a much clearer

focus of organizing and work.

When the indictments did come down, I
had my first contact with the National Law-
vers Guild which seemed to spontaneously
generate lawyers from everywhere. At such
an early age, I was privileged to be exposed
to the finest criminal defense minds around
while I did research and other work on
behalf of the Brothers. Not having the cre-
dentials to go into the prison kept me from
initially knowing the Brothers personally,
but we communicated by letter. Their writ-
ings for our newsletters brought them very
much alive to all of us who were in the
defense committee.

I saw that an attorney could “make a
difference.” when Dacajeweiah a/k/a John
Hill. charged with homicide, was being held
on either no bond or some astronomically
high bond. Motions to lower bail were all
denied. Research substantiated that in all
other Erie County homicide cases bail had

been set. On motion for bond for
Dacajeweiah based on this research, Judge
Ball was finally pushed into setting bond
on the first indictment.

So many attorneys came to Buffalo to
dedicate their time, money and energy to
the massive undertaking of the represen-
tation of the Brothers in the indictments.
To this day, it marks an experience in
commitment, dedication and loyalty in an
important effort that has been rarely par-
alleled. We all got very swept up in that
effort and found ourselves in a very cohe-
sive community of both legal and non-legal
workers, That community of friends was
my “family” for several vears and friend-
ships have lasted until this day.

I decided to become an attorney and
start out in criminal defense work. This
exposure to the Attica ‘workers’, the at-
torneys and legal workers taught me how
to practice law and deal with my responsi-
bilities as a ‘progressive” lawver. The ex-
ample of dedication and long hours along
with a sense of the necessity to win is some-
thing that continues to stay with me. The
Attica struggle developed in me a deeper
sense of “right” and “wrong.” of making
choices and of standing firm with people
who bravely reach for that which is rightly
theirs in spite of overwhelming odds. The
dignity of living that way has generated my
respect for all of you who joined in that
struggle 20 years ago.

*With the firm of Healey, Davidson &
Hornack, Pittsburgh
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ATTICA— A CHICAGO

PEROPECTIVE

By Michael Deutsch and Dennis Cunningham*

In the immediate aftermath of the Attica
massacre. the Lawyers Guild made a na-
tional call for lawyers and legal workers to
come to western New York. There was no
specific work plan other than the recogni-
tion of an emergency need to assist the
Attica Brothers to resist the continuing
plans of the State of New York to brutalize
and ultimately prosecute them for their in-
volvement in the rebellion. Our office in
Chicago, “The People’s Law Office”, was
already involved with prison work on be-
half of prisoners in Hllinois. The work had
been a natural development from our work
in the Black and Puerto Rican communi-
ties of Chicago and with the Black Panther
Party and the Young Lords.

Two people from our office, attorney
Jeffrey Haas and legal worker Mazizi
Woodson, were among the first to gain ac-
cess to the prison. They were able to bring
out the first statement of the Brothers con-
fined to HBZ (the Box) after the police
assault on the 13th.

In 1972 Michael Deutsch and Dennis
Cunningham left Chicago to join the legal
staff of the Attica Defense Committee, Ken
Kimerling and Barbara Handschu had
moved to Buffalo from New York City to

work on Attica, and volunteer Guild law-
vers from New York, Boston and Detroit
would come for one to two-week stints.
Efforts continued to get the Brothers
out of isolation, to enforce an injunction
against the continuing beatings, and to pre-

pare for anticipated massive indictments -

which would follow as part of the State’s
effort to cover-up the crimes of their own
law enforcement people.

In the cold winter months and through
the fall of 1972 we traveled into the world
of the targeted Attica Brothers. Locked up
in special isolation cells 24 hours a day,
under constant threat and harassment, they
had an amazing resistance and militancy.
The Brothers had lived through a revolu-
tionary experience followed by a vicious
counter-revolution. Their fighting spirit was
still very much alive. For many, their expe-
rience at Attica had opened their eyes fur-
ther to the corrupt and brutal nature of the
whole system.

The 1971 experience had a lasting in-
fluence on the course of and commitment
to the work that we practiced through the
next twenty years, We understood the will-
ingness of the state to carry out a massacre,

ened, and the tremendous capacity of people
to endure oppression and keep on fight-
ing—lessons which have continuing valid-
ity in the struggles of today.

We stayed on when the Brothers were
indicted over a year later and became staff
lawyers for the newly formed Attica Broth-
ers Legal Defense (ABLD). After ABLD
dissolved, we worked with Attica Now, and
with Liz Fink, Joe Heath. and Polly Eustis
who directed the Brothers Trial Office,
working on behalf of the indicted Brothers.
Our office in Chicago continued to support
us throughout this period. helping finan-
cially and covering our cases in Chicago.
We continued on until 1976. when the re-
maining indictments were dismissed by Gov-
ernor Carey. When Liz Fink took over the
civil suit in 1981, Dennis and Michael joined
the legal team and have worked over the
last ten years on getting the case prepared
and readied for trial.

Attica irrevocably changed our lives.
Brothers whom we met in 1971 have be-
come close comrades. Our own commit-
ment has deepened and endured, and
through the civil suit we have sent a mes-
sage that those officials who permit such
villainy may not be able to avoid a public
accounting.

*Michael Deutsch is with the People’s Law
Office, Chicago; Dennis Cunningham is a
people’s lawyer in San Francisco.
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MEMORIES OF ATTICA JURY WORK

By Beth Bonora*

The essential question for the jury
project was, “Who is the community, any-
way?” It certainly wasn’t reflected in the
faces of the mostly male, mostly white faces,
average age of 50. who showed up every
Monday morning at the Buffalo courthouse
for jury duty.

The most satisfaction came from our
attack on the composition of the Erie County
jury pool. It was a long tedious process,
sitting in the clerk’s office on those hot
Buffalo afternoons. copying information off
thousands of juror questionnaires. Could
it possibly matter that one juror was ex-
cused to take care of her aging mother, or
another because he was looking for work?
We plowed ahead. hoping that some sort of
miraculous statistical analysis would prove
for the courts what was all too apparent to
anyone who looked. that the juries were in
no way representative.

One afternoon. an older woman in the
jury commissioner’s office, who may have
been the only friendly face in the whole
courthouse, was chatting with one of our
tireless researchers (I believe it was Marty
Feinrider). She suggested it might be help-
ful to look at the list of registered voters
which served as the pool for those people to
whom preliminarv questionnaires were sent.
She went into a little back room, where we
had not been invited before. and she
brought out a stack of voter registration
books.

It became apparent that names that had
been selected by underlining them. were
not chosen according to any system. Some-
times it was everv tenth name, sometimes
every eighth name. then maybe twenty
names would be skipped. The woman told
us their instructions were to pick every
tenth name, unless it happened to be a
woman's name and then they were to skip
to a man’s name. except every once in a

while it was okay to underline a woman’s
name. The jury commissioner said that since
women were then entitled to exemption from
jury duty without having to give any rea-
son, then surely they would ask to be ex-
cused, so they were never called.

We rushed our study to an end and
went to court. We had discovered that the
qualified jury pool was about 10% female.
and they had sent about 10% to 15% of the
questionnaires to women. It turned out that
women were actually quite willing to serve
on jury duty, if only someone would call
them.

The clerk from the jury commissioner’s
office was our star witness, and she did not
flinch as she told the story of how for years
and years they had skipped over the
women's names. I have always imagined
that she was proud of her role in helping to
defeat a discriminatory system, and she
gave me some faith that there might be
other reasonable people in Buffalo.

We also found that in the 1950s the
clerk’s office had noted the race of pro-
spective jurors on their cards. At some
point, perhaps when the appellate court
ordered the jury commissioner to give us
access to the records, someone thought it
wise to erase all those notations, but they
did a lousy job.

In the end they threw out the old jury

pool, and a new system was set up—not
perfect of course, but a vast improvement
over the old one.

When I think back to the years I spent
in Buffalo, there are many painful memo-
ries as well—not only in terms of the frus-
tration of confronting a mostly hostile and
biased judicial system that took an enor-
mous toll on the lives of the Attica Brothers
and resulted in the convictions of John Hill
and Charley Joe, but also the trouble we all
had in working together in a productive
way. The practice of patience and the need
to be forthright were high on the list of
lessons that I tried to learn over and over
again during those years.

Out of these experiences, Wounded
Knee, and the anti-war effort, also came
the founding of the National Jury Project,
which is my most immediate connection to
the struggles that we all shared in Buffalo.
We have grown, and our work includes a
wide variety of cases. Would that we could
say that things have improved since 1971,
but our current experiences dealing with
capital defendants and the direction of the
courts, with victims of discrimination and
corporate wrongdoing, attest to realities that
are harsh and little improved, if at all.
*With the National Jury Project, Oakland.
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REFLECTIONS ON ATTICA —THE DETROIT EFFORT

by Bill Goodman*

Western New York and eastern Michi-
gan often share the same weather. On Sep-
tember 13, 1971, when the news report
flashed around the world that Governor
Rockefeller had ordered the armed retak-
ing of Attica Prison, I could not imagine the
scene. But I could visualize the weather. So
often, I have heard people who were at
Attica describe that day as they experi-
enced it. For them also, the weather seems
to have played an ominous role. It was an
overcast, dank. gray day.

Despite the confusion that was foisted
upon the public after the retaking of Attica
Prison. as the facts gradually emerged it
became obvious that a massacre of historic
proportions had occurred. How were we.
as Guild members, to relate to the situation
and provide aid to the Attica Brothers?

e memyy v,
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Buffalo, 1974
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At a National Lawyers Guild Conven-
tion in Austin, Texas in early 1973, a work-
shop addressed mass defense efforts on be-
half of the Wounded Knee and Attica
struggles. Somebody went to a map and
dramatically drew a line down the middle
of the United States. Guild lawyers west of
the Mississippi would work on Wounded
Knee cases, and those east would work on
Attica. Don Jelinek agreed to coordinate
pre-trial work in Buffalo.

Now, twenty vears later. the boldness
and vision of that moment is difficult to
imagine. However. in 1973 during the move-
ment which opposed the war in Vietnam
and struggled for social justice. that plea
for collective and united action against le-
gal repression had a ring of truth and real-
ity. And so Guild members in Detroit went

%

to Buffalo in the spring of 1973. The legal
effort was in great disarray at that mo-
ment. Barbara Handschu was represent-

ing dozens of Attica Brothers who were
charged as crimnal defendants in numer-
ous indictments. each of which had mul-
tiple counts. The total number of crimes
charged was well into the thousands, and
the resources available were minimal. It
was crystal clear that the strategy of the
prosecution was to overcharge as many
people as possible in order to obtain in-
formers and. thereby. convictions in a few
of the major prosecutions against the “lead-
ers” of the rebellion.

The political and legal strategy of the
defense became equally clear. It was neces-
sary to provide a lawyer to every Brother
who wanted or needed one — specifically,
lawyers who were willing to fight, who were
politically sympathetic to the goals of the
Attica rebellion. and who could not easily
be pressured by the prosecutors. the cops,
or the judges into pleas.

Dan Pochoda from New York City rep-
resented most of the Brothers at the ar-
raignments and bail arguments, and in-
formed the court that the Guild would pro-
vide trial lawvers for all interested. Guild
lawyers. law students and legal workers
provided the network of committed politi-
cal people who had been always willing to
step forward when needed.

Notwithstanding the barriers of the
Great Lakes and state lines, Detroit is hours
closer to Buffalo than is New York City.
We were able to recruit eight lawyers, each
of whom agreed to represent a Brother.
Several others took major responsibilities
for legal work.'

For most of us the experience was
unique. The vivid personalities of the Broth-
ers, their supporters and the other legal
workers involved in the defense, were un-
forgettable. But most important was the
sense of common purpose and shared col-
lective values which brought and kept us
together.

We all understood that Attica repre-
sented the use of naked violence which is at
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the core of the ugliest and meanest facets of
American society, Racism, economic op-
pression and third world imperialism all
came together at Attica. Those of us who,
even in small ways, stood up to fight those
forces, could feel good about our collective
efforts. Thus it was that strong friendships
were forged amongst people from all over
the United States who had never known
one another before coming together, even
briefly, in Buffalo.

Most of the cases fell of their own weight
— the prosecution voluntarily dismissed
many of them. However, a handful of pros-
ecutions did go forward.

Of the Detroit cases, only Shango’s re-
mained by late 1975. Earlier in January of
1975, Wade hearings were held in his case
along with those of Big Black, Champ, Herb
Blyden, and Jomo. This group included
some of the most articulate, powerful, and
political “leaders” of the uprising,?

The prosecution chose to try Shango
first. All of the Detroit lawyers came to-
gether in a collective effort to prepare mo-
tions. write briefs, work on jury selection
and jury issues. and become involved in
the massive amount of legal work necessary
to do an adequate job at trial,

After a month of jury selection, the trial
commenced. The principal trial lawyers
were Ernest Goodman, my father, and
Haywood Burns: I assisted and Linda Borus
directed the investigations. Shango ap-
peared pro se on one count. In the middle
of the trial. Dacajeweiah was convicted.
This made it even more important that
Shango be acquitted. Had the state won a
second victory at that moment, the
Rockefeller forces would have been
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A meeting of Attica Brothers and their supporters, 1991,

strengthened, and the injustice heightened
even further for the Attica defendants to
follow.

However, Shango’s trial went very well.
Snitch after snitch was exposed as a liar.
and the prosecutors, their investigators,
and ultimately Nelson Rockefeller, were
exposed as craven manipulators hell bent
on convicting leaders of the Attica uprising
in order to cleanse their own hands of lay-
ers of encrusted blood.

The trial ended in late June with an
emotional statement by Shango, intended
to communicate to the jury the injustice
that had been inflicted on him. The jury
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deliberated on counts ranging from misde-
meanors to murder. After several hours
they acquitted on all charges.

That night the sky over Buffalo, over
the Erie County Courthouse and Jail, was
clear, the moon shone and stars were bright.
It was a splendid counterpoint to Septem-
ber 13, 1971. As the legal team, Shango
supporters, Brothers who were now out of
prison and their families poured out of the
courthouse, a decision was made to walk as
a group over to the Erie County Jail. As a
group those on the streets shouted out to
those behind the bars, “Attica means....",
and from behind the bars we heard the
answer —"“Fight Back.”

*With the law firm of Goodman, Eden,
Millender and Bedrosian, Detroit; former
President, National Lawyers Guild.

‘The Detroiters involved were George Bedrosian,
Neal Bush. Stu Cohen, Bill Goodman, Ernie
Goodman, Ken Mogill, Jim Neuhard, Abe Singer.
Dick Skutt. Dick Soble, and Art Tarnow,

“These Brothers were represented by Paul Chevigny
(Blyden); Elizabeth Gaynes and Vincent Dovle
(Jomo); Big Black and Champ were pro se,

3



2

CIVIL WARS

An interview with Liz Fink

After the massacre at Attica, Guild law-
yers commenced a civil lawsuit against vari-
ous State prison officials and the State
police for the injuries, deaths, harassment,
beatings and deprivations suffered by the
inmates after the State’s takeover. This
suit is being tried in the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Western District of New
York in Buffalo. Liz Fink had the Jollow-
ing conversation with Emily Goodman and
Danny Alterman in December, 1991, after
the plaintiffs had rested and the State’s
defense was about to begin.

Q. Who is the legal team?

A. We are Liz Fink, Michael Deutsch,
Joseph Heath, Dennis Cunningham, Danny
Meyers, John Elmore, and Akil Al-Jundi.
Big Black, Jerry Rosenberg, and Herbert
X. Blyden are all pro se. All of the legal
team (except Jerry, still a prisoner, and
Herbert, a Buffalo resident) live together
in a house in Buffalo like we did when we
were the Attica Brothers Legal Defense on
the criminal cases.

Q. Why have you dedicated seven-
teen years of your life to Attica?

A. T'was hooked by Attica because I was
a leftist long before I was a lawyer. I was in
San Francisco when George Jackson was
killed at San Quentin during the summer of
1971. I was traveling east and reached New
York the day before the Attica uprising
and was horrified at the events of Septem-
ber 13, 14 and 15.

There was a huge demonstration while I
was at Brooklyn Law School and I decided
to check it out,

In 1973 and *74 I was very sick—on the
critical list. When I made it through, I
wanted to do something that had some pur-
pose. I saw the Attica movie in Berkeley

with John Hill (Dacajeweiah) and then came

back to New York to be admitted. I then
saw the movie again. The Guild needed
someone to go to Buffalo, with no pay, but
room and board, to do Attica Brothers Le-
gal Defense. I had worked for the law firm
of DiSuvero, Meyers, Oberman & Steel, in
1971 and had some background. When
Marty Stolar told me about it I said I'd try
it for two weeks, but I knew that it would be
a longer commitment because I brought my
dog.

What happened at Attica changed my
whole life. made me the lawyer I am. When
things like Attica happen, which are so hor-
rifving and against the pulse of humanity,
there has to be a commitment to pull
through, help the victims and hold account-
able the people who did it.

Q. How did you get involved with the
federal civil suit?

A. I thought of myself as a criminal
lawyer. In 1976 the criminal charges were
dropped. The Attica civil case was started
in 1974 by people in New York City includ-
ing Dan Meyers. I was legal adviser to Black,
one of the plaintiffs. In 1979 the Judge
ruled on defendants’ motion to dismiss.
Two weeks before it would have been dis-
missed Black and Akil said to me “You
have to do it.” Marty Stolar and Danny
Alterman dedicated their office to help us
get the complaint in shape to start the pro-
cess of moving it forward.

Q. What result do you anticipate?

A. In New York City we would have
settled or we would definitely win. But we
are in Buffalo so I don’t know. The evi-
dence is overwhelmingly on our side. More
than we ever hoped we could get. For ex-
ample, a trooper testified he saw other
troopers shoot a man in the head. A Na-
tional Guard witness said it was a lot worse

after the takeover. He heard the prisoners
screaming and said the brutality intensi-
fied over the 13th and 14th of September.
Everyone who was in D-Yard on Septem-
ber 13th was affected by the brutality. Black
was on the table for one day being beaten.
Jerry Rosenberg. too. Deputy Warden

Mancusi watched him being beaten,

Q. What is the State’s defense?

A. The defense hopes the jury will not
hold the defendant supervisors liable. We
are hoping to hold liable the Estate of
Russell Oswald. the former State Commis-
sioner of Corrections who personally ob-
served the brutality and reprisals. One per-
son testified that Oswald clearly saw people
being beaten., running through a gauntlet
and being clubbed. Oswald called it “fra-
ternity hazing.” Over a thousand people
were brutalized after September 13, 1971
and Oswald is responsible.

Q. What kinds of things have been
kept out?

A. Dr. Sullivan’s testimonv was that
nine days after the takeover there were still
bruises on many inmates. The assault
started at 9:46 a.m. on September 13, 1971
but according to prison officials the first
call to doctors was 10:30 a.m. When the
doctors finally arrived amidst unbelievable
carnage, there were no supplies. no medi-
cal teams. Sam Melville’s lung had collapsed
but he would have lived if attended to.

In other words, the State knew of the
massacre and condoned the death of many
of the inmates because it failed to provide
adequate medical care after the assault.

Q. What is the legal standard that
applies?

A. The standard is that the prison offi-
cials and state troopers knew or should
have known, or demonstrated deliberate
indifference to, the serious medical and
human needs of all concerned.

Q. What is the jury like?
A. As a result of the new Federal Civil




Liz Fink with (left to right) Richard X. Clark, Herbert X. Blyden, Michael Deutsch,
Kimanthi, and Akil Al-Jundi.

Rule abolishing alternates, there are now
nine people on our jury: one black woman,
six white women, and two white men. Most
are working people from outside Buffalo.
The judges voir dire was the most minimal
allowed so we have little knowledge about

the jury.

Q. What was covered up?

A. They have covered up everything
for 20 years because they didn’t want people
to know what happened at Attica. They
have covered up and destroyed evidence,
including the guns that were fired but not
authorized. This was done even before the
indictments of the prisoners. The guards
on the assault force were told to remove
their name plates because they knew they
were going to go in and massacre the pris-
oners. They had informers in the prison
and in the legal defense camp, as well as
wire taps of defense discussions.

Q. What other atrocities and lies were
perpetuated by the State?

A. Eight additional inmates were killed
after the takeover. The state failed to be
truthful about the circumstances surround-
ing the takeover. They also tried to ob-
struct the autopsies so they could obfuscate
the truth. They were supposed to leave the
bodies at the crime scene but the State
officials removed all evidence. By 10 a.m.
on September 14, 1971, they announced
what had happened at Attica without hav-
ing real information. Contrary to what the
State said there was no evidence of resis-
tance. The plan was to shoot all the prison-
ers on the catwalk whether or not they had
a hostage. People got shot trying to surren-
der. People started to surrender six min-
utes after the shooting started so they
couldn’t have wanted to save lives.

One witness revealed that crime scene

photos had been changed and scissors added

in the hands of one inmate. The Republi-
can medical examiner, John Edland, was
labeled a communist and harassed literally
to his death because he told the truth re-
garding the fact that no hostages were killed
by the prisoners but by the bullets of state
police. Also, Michael Baden, a medical ex-
aminer who was brought to Attica on Sep-
tember 15, wanted to examine everyone,
but the mortician where the hostages were
being prepared for burial tried to hide one
of the bodies. In fact a half inch bullet
wound in the back proved that this par-
ticular hostage was shot while on the ground
after the take over. It is conservatively esti-
mated that up to eight people would have
lived with adequate medical care. But that
didn’t happen because the State wouldn’t
allow it to happen.

Q. What might have happened had
the State negotiated with the inmates?

A. There was another scenario possible.
On September 13 it was rainy and cold and
smelly. Everyone was getting tired. If they
had cut the water the inmates would have
surrendered. The food was running out,
too. In fact, Bill Kunstler told Russell
Oswald that the prisoners had lightened up
on their demand for amnesty but Russell
Oswald thought he was only jesting and did
not respond.

The assault plan was in place from
September 10 and the State had no inten-
tions of peaceably negotiating the end
of the rebellion. Even while this was in
effect the hostages were fed, warm and safe.
All ten hostages were killed because of
the State.

The assault on the 13th was not in-
tended to save the hostages. Witnesses on
both sides testified there was no way to
reach the hostages if inmates wanted to kill
them. They were killed because the State
meant them to be.

). How much money have you spent
so far on the prosecution of the plaintiffs
case?

A. We have spent approximately
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$150.000 out of our own pockets and al-
most $2 million in legal time.

Q. Who is paying for the defense of
the officials on trial?

A. The state pays for everything. They
have covered the defendants’ expenses. in-
cluding large hourly rates for private attor-
nevs. fancy hotels. unlimited extras. access
to all the witnesses and the like. They have
everything. We have nothing.

Q. What role did the Guild play in the
Attica struggles?

A. The Guild played a primary part in
the fight to stop repression and retaliation
against the Attica Brothers by providing
resources and legal support. The Guild and
the Brothers were victorious in the defense

of the criminal cases. The five lawvers now

VINDICATION!

in Buffalo are continuing the struggle that
started when the Guild responded to the
needs of the Brothers on September 9. 1971.

Q. Where are you at now in terms of
your personal desires to see justice
prevail?

A. T am more entrenched in the desire
to make people accountable for what
happened. If you fight, people will see that
you can win. Attica changed the face of
American history. Since Attica, confronta-
tions between police forces and people have
changed. No one. including the State
forces. wants to repeat what happened
at Attica.

Decide what's right and what action
vou have to take. and do it and never give
up. The other side has to pay. Rockefeller
didn’t become President because of what

On February 4, as the Journal was literally going to press, a verdict was
returned in the Attica civil case. The jury determined that the 1,281 prisoner-
plaintiffs had been subjected to brutal reprisals and “cruel and unusual” punish-
ment in 1971, and had not been provided adequate medical care. Former Attica
Deputy Warden Karl Pfeil was found liable for injuries resulting from the repris-
als. The jury was deadlocked on the supervisory responsibility of the remaining
three defendants. This was because three jurors could not think of “the inmates as

people,” according to one juror.

Characterizing the result, Attica Brother Herbert X. Blvden stated, “We’re not
elated; we are vindicated.” The graphic testimony of former prisoners, troopers
and doctors dramatized the events of September,1971, for another generation. The
ability to document and re-create the unspeakable acts of State officials occuring 20
years ago is attributable to the extraordinary efforts of the Buffalo legal team, and
the commitment of many Attica Brothers and supporters during this lengthy

period.

Much remains to be done—possible appeals, re-trials, damage hearings—
requiring significant legal and material resources. The fight continues.

happened at Attica, and the inmates are
still fighting the fight.

The Guild responded with a fight. pro-
viding resources and members to stop the
railroad of the Attica Brothers. We were
victorious in the criminal cases because of

hard work and because we were right. The
fighting continues and we're still doing the
same thing.

NOTE: Liz Fink, daughter of Bernard
Fink, a founding member of the Guild, and
Sylvia Kleinman. a continuing activist, says
her career began when she heard Walter
and Miriam Schneer at Reed College in
Oregon when they were lecturing on the
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg case. Recog-
nizing that good representation can make
a significant difference, Liz then decided
to go to law school.
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AN OVERVIEW

by Ramsey Clark*

Twenty years later, the Attica prison
rebellion exposes the darkest prejudices and
racism of American character...and their
consequences,

The day after the assault, The N.Y.
Times wrote in its lead editorial “several of
the hostages...died when convicts slashed
their throats...one had been stabbed and
emasculated...five were killed instanta-

cously by the inmates.” But the reports
were totally false. Thirty-nine defenseless
people, including ten hostages, were all shot
dead by the police.

Hundreds of prisoners were brutalized
for months after the police carnage. Scores
of prisoners were indicted, several on capi-
tal charges initially, and dragged through

e courts for years. It took years of pro-
test, articles, books—and revelations by
courageous former special prosecutor
Malcolm Bell—before a single police officer
was charged with a minor offense for all
that blood. And Nelson Rockefeller, who
ordered the assault, became Vice-President
of the United States. Twenty years later

olations of the imalienable civil rights of
prisoners by state action are finally being
addressed in a court of law.

Clearly American law showed no more
respect for the lives of the Attica inmates
than it did for American Indian tribes
slaughtered by cavalry, tens of thousands
f African-Americans unprotected by law
aforcement and lynched by mobs, and
more recently the millions in Vietnam, hun-
dreds in Grenada and Libya, thousands in
Nicaragua, Angola and the Front Line States
and hundreds of thousands in Iraq slaugh-
tered by U.S. militarism. In 1971 the media

showed no more respect for the truth, or

character of the young American prison-
ers, than it did for Iraqi soldiers it widely
propagandized had killed scores of infants
in Kuwait by pulling the plugs on hospital
incubators in 1991. It didn’t happen, but
the hatred created by the reports abides.
We knewin 1971 that prison overcrowd-
ing and inhumane conditions for the poor,
voung, overwhelmingly minority inmates
in Attica—who were given little chance in
society for a family, a home, an education,
a job or a decent life—was the basic cause
for the prison rebellion. The New York
State prison population was 12,500 in 1971.
Twenty years later, with the fear of
crime greater than ever and opportunity
for poor young minority males to partici-
pate fully in the society greatly eroded,

New York State prison population had

soared to nearly 60,000. New York’s popu-
lation did not grow between 1971 and 1991.
The prison population grew nearly 500%.

This land of the free imprisons more of
its citizens than any nation on earth. We
manufacture crime in our prisons, We have
more than 2500 human beings on death
rows. Qur armed forces backed by 30,000
nuclear warheads police the world about as
effectively as N.Y.P.D. polices the vast
slums of New York City. Tens of millions
live in poverty in America. Few can afford
emergency medical services. Schools do not
educate. Millions look for jobs without un-
employment benefits and the homeless by
the hundreds of thousands sleep in the cold,
the rain and the snows of winter.

If we remember Attica. we may yet come
to know ourselves. Then as Langston

Hughes vowed “America will be.”

*Former Attorney General of the United
States, and trial attorney with Herman
Schwartz for Attica Brother Charley Joe
Pernasalice, assisted by Ed Koren.
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